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Dailg Assembly Scripts
Day 1: Opening Assembly

Welcome (2 minutes)

Props: A suitcase loaded with a few clothes but mostly snacks—big
bags of chips, granola bars, etc. It can be a normal suitcase, a little
wacky, beat up, or it can have lots of travel stickers on it.

Person 1: Welcome to Emerald Crossing, everyone! Are
you ready to take an Irish adventure through Psalm 23?
We're going to learn about King David, who was a shep-
herd when he was young, and we’ll hear how the Lord
can be our Good Shepherd. To Person 2, as he is entering.
Oh, top o’ the morning (evening) to ya! Are you ready for
our tour around Ireland?

Person 2: Enter rolling or carrying a suitcase, looking a little
frazzled. Whew! I guess I'm ready. They lost my luggage at
the airport, but it’s been found.

Person 1: That’s good. It would be hard to go on a trip
without any luggage.

Person 2: Open the suitcase so the kids can see what's inside. Tell
me about it! I can’t make it a week here in Ireland with-
out some good eats!

Person 1: I think we’re gonna enjoy lots of good eats in Ire-
land, but it looks like yow’'ve at least got snacks covered!
I'm so glad your lost bag was found.

Person 2: Me too!

Person1: You know, it’s not just luggage that can be lost.
People can be lost too. Either of you can share a quick story of
atime you were lost. Today, we’re talking about a different
way we can be lost—being spiritually lost, which means
living apart from God. There’s a way to be found by God,
our Good Shepherd, and I can’t wait for you to hear
more about it. But for now, let’s get started by singing
our theme song.

Song (3 minutes)
Theme Song: "Emerald Crossing”

Song (3 minutes)

The Lord ts M Sheéfherd

Mission Moment (5 minutes)

Note: You may want to do the Creature Feature in the opening and
the Mission Moment in the closing.

SHOW: Guided by Grace shid

il

This week, we are learning all about how the Lord is
our shepherd, but we aren’t the only ones who need to
know this. There are boys and girls around the world
who need to know about God too. This week, we're
going to meet some of them. Sadly, many of them don’t
have enough food, so we're partnering with Children’s
Hunger Fund to help provide meals for children who
don’t have enough to eat.

You can not only help provide them with meals but also
help them learn about Jesus!

SHOW }

Are you ready to meet the first child? Pause for participa-
tion. Great! Today, we’re going to meet a little girl named
Hani, who lives in Ethiopia.

SHOW
Country: Ethiopia
Probiem: Extreme Hunger

Hani’s mother wanted nothing more than to care for
her children, but without any education or skills, it was
very difficult for her to find work so she could buy food.
The local church not only provided her family with food
but also taught them how to grow vegetables and raise
chickens and goats. This meant that she would always
have fresh food for her children.

Sadly, many other children around the world are in
need, just like Hani. But there’s good news! You can
help! Do you want to learn how? Pause for participation.
This week at VBS, we will be collecting coins to provide
meals just like the ones that Hani received from the local
church. You will get one of these Coin Paks that you can
use to collect your coins. Show Coin Pak. Take this home
today and tell your family and friends about Hani. Ask
them to help you collect coins for meals. Just 25 cents
can provide a nutritious meal for a hungry child.

With the coins you collect, nutritious food can be packed
into a Children’s Hunger Fund Food Pak. These Food
Paks can feed a family for several days. And because
these Food Paks are delivered to families by local pas-
tors and church volunteers, it provides local churches
the opportunity to grow relationships with these fami-
lies and share with them about Jesus Christ.

Bring back the coins you’ve collected each day this week
so we can count how many meals you can provide,

You can help deliver hope to suffering families around
the world.

Announcements (time varies) S h oWl E;a (;ch{ f’d

Announce any info pertinent to your situation. Today, you need to
explain how the contests work so the kids can participate. Check
with your director for details.

Prayer
Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

Emevald Clos5irg = Transifiet 5

Assemblies—Daily Assembly Scripts - 13



It BRI R TI kPR

T TTTTAY, T R T T T T T T TY T T TG

FAYR ]

Day 1: Closing Assembly

Song (3 minutes)
Yrovided SOJ’\?
Song (3 minutes) "

Teust TN God

Creature Feature: Mia the Connemara Sheep (5 minutes)

PRESENTATION SLIDES
VIDEO

CREATURE FEATURE

L\

T}r{s week, we’re going to take a look at a few of the
animals found in Ireland. Here are a couple of clu
guess the first one.

. It’é\a really ewe-nique animal. ;-’f
J';I

» It can have a special relation-sheep with a,"shepherd.

* In fact, it’s wooly fabulous.

 Did you guess it? Okay, no more bleatmg, around
the bush. /
\ /
/
Today, we'ré talking about sheep. You ay not think
about sheep yvery much, but God designed these amaz-

ing creatures\to glorify their creator

Finding sheep'in Ireland is pretty easy because there
are over three dnd a half million ¢f them! Some sheep,
like the Connemara sheep, have 4 thick coat of wool that
keeps them warmi, even on the windy hills of Ireland.
And wool is the main reason péople raise these sheep.

Sheep are usually sh ared out once a year for their
wool. Shearing is like 1v1ng the sheep a big ol’ haircut.

Do you know what wool is used for? Tell the person
you’re sitting next to something you think might be
made of wool.

\

\
Wool can be used ta/ make blankets, hats, and lots of
clothing items. Buy’ the Connernara sheep has more brit-
tle wool, better smted to making carpets or rugs.

/ \
Sheep spend aj)t of time eating—ﬁometimes upto12
hours a day! ;r‘ell your neighbor oné\of your favorite
foods. heep eat mostly grass. There’s a problem,
though. Haye you ever tried to chew o _\grass?

of It's very tough and hard to digest.
So how cg[n sheep eat it and survive? The?xhave to chew
it twicel/When a sheep takes a bite of grass \it chews it
up, swallows it, and sends it down to its four\chambered
stomach. \

Now/get ready, because this next part may se;an\ a little
grogs. After a while, the sheep coughs the cheweti-up
griss, called the “cud,” back up into its mouth to chew

14 - Assemblies—Daily Assembly Scripts

it aQ over again. What do you think about that? It may
seem yucky, but it’s really an amazing design from God
that allows sheep to break down the tough grass more to

get the\most nutrients from it.
\

f
\ f

of coursé}grazing sheep have to stay alert for I,énemies
(predators) that might be lurking nearby, so God
designed théir eyes in a special way to help With that.

Take a look aﬁ your neighbor’s eyes—at the, puplls
They’re the romnd black part in the center/

Did you know sheep have rectangular pupils instead of
round ones like qurs? That might seem gtrange, but God
is an incredible designer. When a sheep wants to graze,

it bends its head dgwn. When its head moves, its pupils

also move to stay leyel with the ground so they can still

look around and keep an eye out for danger.

But that’s not the only amazing thmg sheep can do with
their eyes. I want you to try somethmg Look straight
forward and hold your| head completely still. Now, with-
out moving your head at all, try to look at the person on
either side of you. ns

Were you able to see them? You probably had to move
your eyes to do so. But if yqu were a sheep, you wouldn’t
have to move your eyes atfall! That’s because those
rectangular pupils allow 5heep to see in almost every
direction at once. God gave|them the ability to see things
in front of them, next tg them, and behind them at the
same time. Now that’s super|cool!

\
Another design that keeps shéep safe is that they live
together in groups c¢alled “herds” or “flocks,” often led
and protected by a/male sheep talled a “ram.”

Guess why they’r¢ called rams. \ | ss. Right!
Rams use their heads to ram into each other! Rams butt
heads to find ouf which one is in c}\:'ge—and they can
headbutt really'hard! In fact, some \vild sheep can ram

with a force of around 800 pounds! "\\

.l \

\

If a person could headbutt that hard, ﬂe could knock
over a monster truck tire or a piano wn_”n just his head!
Don’t try it, though, because you would injure your
brain. God/gave sheep thick skulls with shock- -absorbing
spaces in ;‘n em that protect their brains from the force
of their ramming. Sheep will also headbutt to protect
themselyes from predators. However, the sifest place

for sheep to be is close to their shepherd.
/ \

; \

f

Peopyé have been keeping sheep since the beéq' nning.
Throughout the Bible, we read that godly people like
Abel, Rachel, and Moses were all shepherds! A $hep-

herd’s job is to lead the sheep to find food, water*\ and

shelter and to rescue them from danger. \\
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Today, We learned about David. Before he
fought Goliath, David was a shepherd, and he risked
his life to save his sheep from being carried away and
devoured by lions and bears. David recognized that the
Lord does the same things for us, and he wrote Psalm
23 toreflect that‘L‘\(,\Sod guides, protects, afid saves his
people. During his'earthly ministry, Jestis explained his
purpose when he said he is the Good ghepherd who
lays down his life for the sheep. Ang/when people asked
Jesus why he spent timé\xyith thosg'who did bad things,
Jesus compared himself to a shepherd who would leave
behind 99 sheep that were safe fo go after one lost
sheep to save it. And he does'tHat for us!

Even though we run away from God by being selfish
and unkind, and we desérve death as a punishment for
our sin, Jesus came to fhis earth to Save us. He lived a
perfect life as fully L'Gféh and fully man so he could take
our penalty of deathi upon himself. He gave up his own
life on the cross in'our place as the penfect sacrifice.
But the best news is that Jesus didn’t sty dead; he rose
again! God profnises that whoever turn§ from their sin
and trusts Jests with their life will be saved.

2) the Connemara sheep, is
here to Yemind us how we can cross from bajng lost to
being found. So the question you need to ask yourself is
this: Is the Lord my shepherd? If he isn’t your shepherd,

then I encourage you to repent of (turn from) your sin
and trust him today!

Drama (12 minutes)

Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contests (3 minutes)

Prayer
Takeaway Time (2-3 minutes)

As we wrap up today, let’s say today’s verse with our
hand motions.

Remember—that's the most important question you can
ever ask yourself: Is the Lord my shepherd? If you don't
know the answer to that, please come talk to me or. .

Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

Day 2: Opening Assembly

Welcome (2 minutes)

Personl:

Person 2:
Person I: You're coming in the wrong way!

Person 2: I got on the wrong path, and guess where I
ended up!

Person1: Where?

Person 2: At a place in Northern Ireland called Giant’s
Causeway!

Person 1: Wow, why’s it called that?

Person 2: Well, it’s this really
cool place that has lots of legends about it. One is about
a giant named Finn MacCool who used the causeway
{which is kind of like a land bridge) so he could travel
across the sea without getting his feet wet to fighta
challenger in Scotland. There are similar columns rising
from the sea in the Scottish Isles too.

Person 1: Now that you mention it, I've heard of this
place. It’s got 40,000 or so strange interlocking columns

that form a sort of road out of stepping stones that go
from the land down into the sea.

Person 2; Right! Right!
Person I: Was it made by a giant?

Person 2: No. In reality, it was formed by volcanic erup-
tions—most likely as a result of the global flood of
Noah’s time. But it’s fun to think of giants. Ireland has
lots of legends about them.

Person 1: Well, that reminds me of what we’re talking
about today—a real giant. The Bible tells us some giants
really did exist! Not make-believe ones like Finn Mac-
Cool but real ones like Goliath. Goliath was living on
the wrong path, apart from God. He fought David, the
writer of Psalm 23. David was living on the right path,
following God. We’ll be talking about crossing from the
wrong path to the right path today.

Person 2; I can’t wait to hear more about it, but for now,
let'ssing __.

Song (3 minutes)

| Prou}ded song

Song (3 minutes)

Good w55 T MUY
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Mission Moment (5 minutes)

Do you remember the person we met yesterday who

was training her dog? Right! Her name was Quinn,

wasn’t it? Does anyone remember the name of her dog?
That’s right! Penny! In addition to

showing us how she’s training Penny to be a sheepdog,

Quinn is introducing us to children around the world.

Each one of these children live in poverty and need

to hear how much God loves them. Thankfully, you

get to help!

Remember, just one quarter can provide a meal to a
hungry child.

HOW
1OV

Today, Quinn is going to intreduce us to a little girl
named Ivanna, who lives in Romania. Let’s hear
her story.

Raise your hand if you’ve ever been on a long car ride.
Ivanna and her family basically

went on a long road trip, but instead of going someplace

fun like a vacation, she was leaving her home hecause

it was no longer safe. She also didn’t know where she
was going to end up. Thankfully, the church was there
to help her family find a place to stay and to give them
food to eat.

You can help children like Ivanna by collecting coins.

Who did you tell about our goal to collect coins?
Remember, every 25 cents you collect

this week means one meal for a child like Ivanna.

BQes anyone have a guess at how many meals we ean
provide so far? Well, we*ve counted
the coins'yeu brought in, and we c_a.wpromde
meals! lareaap fou 1T
—
/!.:;)N-ALH

- =

)8 TR 1;_‘&%

That’s a great start to our week, but we’ve still gota few
more-dayste-go-Sokeep-bringing inyour-coins all-week
TormghIf you haven’t already shared with your families
what we’re collecting coins for, be sure to do that today!
Ask your parents if you can earn money for your Coin
Pak by doing some special chores around the house. Get
creative!

Announcements (time varies) Show Sucl yf 104
Prayer

Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)

Ement(d Cross: ng > rang Hons

Day 2: Closing Assembly

Song (3 minutes)
(rosdness and Meicy

Song (2 minutes) )
TRUST TN GoD
Creature Feature; Guide the Border Collie (5 minutes)

the PRESENTATION SLIDES Of
VIDEO. She

* CREATURE FEATURE

Welcame back, everyone! I'm thinking abpft pets for a

..fish... ...guin€a pig or gerbil .. .
cat...

Today, we’re going.o talk abgdt dogs—a particular
breed of dog, in fact. ¥estepday, we learned a lot about
sheep and how shephepds take care of them. But 've
noticed that shepherds arén’t the only ones working
with the sheep.

Sheepdogs do too! For almost as l@ people have
beenXeeping sheep, dogs have been heTp.mg to herd

16 - Assemblies—Daily Assembly Scripts

them. We even read in the book of Job, one of the oldest
bogks in the Bible, that Job had dogs tending his /ffock.
A

Many di{ferent dog breeds work with sheep, includ-
ing the Gérman shepherd, the Old Englisi sheepdog,
the Pembroke Welsh corgi, and the Augfralian shep-
herd. But oneof the most famous she€pdogs is the

border collie.

Tell your neighborwhy you thi (it's called a “border”

collie. \

This breed isn’t originally from Ireland, but they
come from another arga with a lot of sheep: the
border between England an}i\Scoﬂand, located one
island over from Ireland. So that’s why they're called
“border” collie% \

Now let me ask you a question. Hate you ever started
acting up i}t’ a store or a restaurant ahd your mom gave
you “the;eye”? You know what I'm talking about?

»yr ]
'y

)'&él, border collies are exceptional herding ct)\gs.\and

/" are known for using “the eye,” which means they can
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direct the sheep to move or to stop moving just by star-
ing.at them! That’s a pretty impressive ability.

™
*

)
How did they learn to do that, and why do the sheep
obey them with just one look? To answer that, we need
to understand some history of border collies.

A

In Genesis 1, Go}(‘ells us he made animals according to
their kinds. Domestic dogs, like border collies, belong
to the canine, or dogykind. This kind also includes
wild canines, like wolwes, jackals, coyotes, and foxes.
All the animals in this Kind are related because they
all descended from the o\ru'ginal dogs created during
creation week. You can thixk of a created kind like
a family. Have you noticed that you don’t look or act
exactly like your brothers or Sisters or cousins even
though you're in the same family? In the same way,
God put a lot of different traits inthe original dog kind.
Today, we have dog breeds with c}}{ferent shapes, sizes,
colors, hair types, and behaviors. Even though they may
look and act differently, they’'re ali slm\ dogs.

\

Even when they’re crossbred to form hybrids like wolf-
dogs or coywolves, they’ll always be dogs. They won’t

ever turn into something else. N Y
\\.
4

Wolves were likely the great-great-great—great—gre\a\n\;]. .
d

breeds, including the border collie. Wolves use many /*\

you get the picture . .. grandparents of all domestic

different impressive abilities to hunt their prey.

They have a sense of smell estimated to be 100 nmes
more powerful than ours. f

Once they have caught the scent of their prey, they can
run after it at up to 38 miles per hour /

If they’re hunting a herd of animayjs, wolves may
stand close by and stare at the hefd to judge distances
and look for the best target. Through a process called
domestication, humans purp/psefully bred the friendli-
est and most helpful animals together over and over
and were able to redirect and separate traits they liked
best for human use. Today, nearly 400 dog breeds exist
that were all bred for sp"ecial purposes.

/

For example, blooghounds use their powerful sense of
smell to find people who are lost.

Greyhounds were bred to be racing dogs, sprinting at
speeds eve/;( faster than wolves.

God gave the border collie lots of features that m}ﬂ"(e
them awesome for herding sheep, like good peripheral
vision, alert ears, and strong and nimble bodjés that can
run and move easily. Border collies don’t
to hunt sheep, but instead, have learned 10 use their
stares to herd and guide the sheep toward their shep-
herds! Isn’t that amazing? /

Do you feel pressure if your mo u‘lxgives you “the eye?”
Well, sheep feel pressure too. 1z‘fst like sheepdogs have
instincts to herd other animals, sheep have instincts

to flock away from animal;-’that put pressure on them.
For the sheep, having a dgg stare at them can be intense
pressure that makes thefn want to move away.

rd

Border collies can ;u"'se the pressure of their stare to
move sheep wheye they need to go, whether it's away
from danger, info shelter to protect them from harsh
weather, or tg’a new pasture.

/
Now why do you think shepherds who love their sheep
wouldf{ise sheepdogs to herd them? Because sheep-
dogstan move sheep faster and farther than humans
can. They don’t replace the shepherds, since they don’t
riake decisions about the sheep on their own. The

-"Shepherds instruct the sheepdogs on what to do, and

_ / then the sheepdogs do it. Although speedy sheepdogs

\

AN

guiding sheep to different places can startle the sheep,
shepherds know that a little bit of discomfort is best for
eir sheep.

S
\}\:an be like sheep in our relationship with the Lord.
Sheep wander from shepherds and may be unaware of
apprgac{aling danger. We can also wander away from

a close relationship with God when we disobey him

and try to do things our way. This puts us in danger of
hurting others and hurting ourselves, which makes the
Lord sad. Just Iike the border collie drives the sheep
back toward the shepherd, the Lord allows the conse-
quences of sin to mativate us to return to him. In Psalm
23, David wrote abouthow God kept him from being
tempted to sin. He said\stnat the Lord led him in paths of
righteousness. Righteoushess means doing what is right
in God’s eyes. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we
can turn from the wrong path'of sin and follow the Lord
on the right path of obedience. \

We also enjoy the refreshment of Go
like sheep following their shepherd get
tures of green grass and fresh water.

presence, just
enjoy pas-

Today’s animal pal, Guide the border collie, reminds us
that the Lord guides us toward the right path for o

Assemblies—Daily Assembly Scripts « 17
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lives through his Word. So what do you need to do today
to follow the Lord? How can you plan to get to know
God more?

Drama (12 minutes)
Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contests (3 minutes)

Prayer
Takeaway Time (2-3 minutes)

Okay, before we leave, let’s try our first three verses
with hand motions.

Remeraber to live on God’s good path, which we learn
about from the Bible. How do we get on the right path?
By becoming part of God's family (his flock). Then we
learn the Bible, love the Bible, and obey the Bible.

Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

Emerald crossmﬁ

Day 3: Opening Assembly

Welcome (2 minutes)

Person 1: Welcome back to Emerald Crossing!
What happened, ?

Person 2:
Ohhh! Owww!

Person 1: 'm sorry! That sounds really painful.

Person 2: It is! I didn’t see that
and bam! There went my toe.

I stubbed my toe!

Person1: Is it your big toe?
Person 2: Y-e-e-s-s! I'm afraid I may have broken it.

And...then I'l have to go to the hospital . . . and maybe
they’ll have to give me medicine. Or a shot. Or worse yet,
maybe they’ll have to cut my toe off! Oh no! I may not be
able to walk right ever again!

Person I: Hold it, hold it. Aren’t you getting a bit carried
away with your fears?

Person 2: Huh?

Person 1: You know, most of the stuff people worry about
never even happens—like having to get your big toe cut
off. But even if it did, God is with you and will comfort
you. Psalm 23 tells us that!

Person 2: You mean you don’t think I'li get my big toe cut
off after all?

Person 1: No, I don’t. But instead of worrying about the
outcome, why don’t you try praying?

Person 2: Don’t worry . . . just pray. I like that.

Person 1: Yeah, we’re going to talk more about going from

fearful to peaceful today, and prayer is a part of that.
First, though, let’s get on our feet and sing.

18 - Assemblies—Daily Assembly Scripts

Song (3 minutes) ' éicl
The Lord 15 My Shiphc
Song (3 minutes)

The } oed %‘tm}’ehc will fend #e
Mission Moment (5 minutes)

Who remembers what we are collecting coins for this
week? And how much does it cost
to provide one meal? That’s right! It
only costs 25 cents to send a meal to a child in need. And
that food that your coins provide is nutritious food that
can be made into healthy meals for the whole family.

Today, we are going to meet a little girl named Luciana,
who lives in the Philippines.

Can you imagine living in a house that was sitting on an
angle like Luciana’s? Do you think
she felt safe and secure in her home? ]

Probably not. And with so many mouths to feed, it
would take her parents a very long time to save enough
money to fix their house on their own. Thankfully, there
are pastors like the ones who visited Luciana’s family
who are willing to help them provide for their basic
needs so they can focus on fixing their home.

There are pastors around the world ready to help other
kids in need like Luciana. Have you been sharing what
you have learned this week with others? Have you asked
if your parents will help you provide meals for kids like
the ones you’ve met so far?

o et PO ot Wl v R e

so far? ! et
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LQ*\:g do our best o hQIP meal s

chi Moeq 1n need Can eat +
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coins, and we’ve already raised enough to provide

"~

meals! ey
.

d that many meals
stors to share the

rist with children in need.\@c’midmore

around the world need to hear this good news,

dor’tyou? I can’t vggﬂmme meals we

can provi orrew———__
Announcements (time varies) < ho i) &EIL? roun A
Prayer

Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)

Emerad (o s517g = Frusgitions

Day 3: Closing Assembly

Song (2 minutes)

“broodness and Mel(f

Song (3 minutes)

TRUST TN God

Creature Feature: Shadow the Raven (5 minutes)

Use the PRESENTATION SLIDES Of Show the CREATURE FEATURE
VIDEO. Sh

X
well, hello again everyone! You're here at a great ti
I've heen busy with my binoculars looking for todé
anima. ‘ And Ijust found iy ButI
want you to see if you can identify it. Here it i

It's a black khird with a curved beak and a peculiar
“croak” sound to its call.

Do you think you can identify this bird? Ifyou
guessed a raven, then you’re correcf! You may have
thought it was a'¢row, and that’s ufiderstandable,
because crows ari ravens look similar. In fact, crows
and ravens are froim the same greated kind, called the
corvid kind! The coryid kind #lso includes blue jays and
magpies. Even though crowy and ravens look a lot alike,
they’re different types'of birds. So how can you tell the
difference between a ra\#n and a crow? Here are a
couple clues.

Ravens are bigger thian cro

s, and ravens tend to soar,
while crows do a lg g

Ravens have a wedge-shaped tail,
shaped tail.

Ravens tend/to fly alone or in small \ ups called
“unkindnesses.” Crows like to fly in ipa-;}e\r groups called

“murders.

ut crows have a fan-

what you think a raven call would sound like, Do so. A

Speaking of calls, did you know the common raven is

thé|Jargest songbird in Ireland? Ravens can even Jéarn

ic, or copy, noises! They’ve learned to im}(’ate
of animals, the sounds of objects, and ¢ven

In fact, some‘\people consider ravens to be Jetter mimics
than parrots! However, their talents don’t/stop at mim-
icry. Ravens are\really smart, possibly riyaling the intel-
ligence of dolphg‘s, great apes, and parfots! They can
remember faces and have been knows to hold grudges
against people who\haven’t treated tiiem well. So make
sure you’re not unkiid to an unkindhess (of ravens)!

These God-given talent$ make th¢ raven one of God’s
fascinating creatures! Aj‘\d, indegd, people have been
fascinated by ravens throyghojt history. Did you know
the raven is one of the firstia als mentioned by name
in the Bible? Can anyone refgember when a raven was
mentioned in Genesis? B We read that Noah
released a raven from the drk'to check if the floodwaters
had gone down.

Many cultures, including the andient Irish people,
thought ravens had something to \s.!o with dead or dying
things. Do you know why? Tell you\neighbor your
thought. \

This may seem a litfle creepy, but ra\>ens are associated
with dead things because they eat dead animals.

{

f

But that’s not thé only thing they eat. Ins\acts, worims,
berries, grain, ﬁmall animals, and even huiman trash
can be on thejt menu. Eating dead animals'nay seem
gross, but it’y'actually amazing how God has‘provided
for his crea}ion by designing scavengers, such as ravens,
to clean up/the mess of our sin-cursed world. These ani-
mals are Kind of like the vacuum cleaners or gakbage
trucks of our world. If it weren’t for ravens and other
scavenger animals, we'd be living in a very gross and
mess;;fplace.

\

\

Wecan be grateful for the role ravens play in God’s cre-
atjon, but did you know that God also uses these birds to

!
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\teach us some very important truths about himself? In

ings 17, the prophet Elijah had to hide from aryevil
king who wanted to kill him. It was a frightening time
for Rlijah, and he could easily have been afraid of how
he would survive. But God comforted Elijah by sending
him food\every day—and guess what delivéred Elijah’s
food? Godold ravens to bring it to him! And Jesus com-
forted his followers when he told thenyd)q look at the
ravens to see row God provided for them. He reminded
them that they
so they shouldn’t worry. Jesus wants us to remember
that he will comfort'and prov1d or us even more than
he does for the wild r

These truths were somethifg that David had to learn
through some very hard trimes, He had to face many
enemies and flee for hig /life wh King Saul wanted to
kill him. David understood that Ged was with him even

through the hard times. This brough{ him great comfort,

which we read al_:po'ut in Psalm 23.

Today, as we talk more about this world we\ive in

and some of the things that make us anxious,we’ll be
reminded that even if we’re walking through had-
owy vahey, meaning hard times, God is always
us. Shradow the raven, who lives in the Black Valley of
Ireland, reminds us of that. God can give you comfort

re much more valiable than the birds,

andstrength to f_g‘f’rgnjeafm'pﬁﬁééfﬁﬁw can you rely
on God and seekTistomfort? I hope youll think about

thattoday.

Drama (12 minutes)

Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contests (3 minutes)

Prayer

Takeaway Time (2-3 minutes)
Before we go, let’s say Psalm 23:1-4 together.

God wants us to talk to him when we feel scared or anx-
ious. Let him know how you're feeling and why. Ask for
his help. Think about how good he is. Think about the
blessings he has given you. Study the Bible to find out
more about who he is. Be thankful. God wants to help
you have peace rather than fear.

Dismissal
Song (play as childrenleave)
Frmeral d Crozs) .“;‘T

Day 4: Opening Assembly

Welcome (2 minutes)

Person 1: Welcome back to Emerald Crossing!
You got your “cuppa,” I see.

Person 2: Yeah, I went to the coffee shop, and itwas. ..
something.

Person 1: Why? What happened?

Person 2: Well, the barista started pouring my cup of tea,
but then she got distracted talking to another customer.
Before I knew it, the cup was overflowing and running
all over the floor!

Person1: Oh my! So it was an overflowing cup of tea?

Person 2: It sure was. I was so annoyed. The cup was so
full it didn’t just go on the floor—it spilled on me too.
I've been grumbling about it ever since.

Person 1: Well, you know, instead of grumbling, God
wants us to be grateful (thankful) for all the blessings he
gives us and for who he is to us.

Person 2: I guess you're right. I did get my tea, after all.

Person 1: You know, that makes me think about the verse
in Psalm 23 that talks about how God fills our cup to
overflowing with good things.
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Person 2: Like coffee or tea?

Person 1: Like anything good. Every good thing we experi-
ence is from God—hugs, laughter, food, and God himself,
who is good. We’'ll hear lots more about going from
grumbling to grateful today as we think on the goodness
of God. But let’s sing right now!

Song (3 minutes)

‘. YOVt é@i“L 907‘-3,

Song (3 minutes)

Mission Moment (5 minutes)

will Lead e

Well, we’ve been collecting coins for four days now. Can
anyone tell me what we’re collecting coins for?

Right! We’re raising money to provide meals
for hungry kids! It just takes 25 cents to provide a meal!
And when a family receives a meal, they also hear the
good news that Jesus loves them!

Hugo is a boy from El Salvador, a country in Latin Amer-
ica, just southeast of Mexico.
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Have you ever learned something so incredible that you
just couldn’t keep it to yourself? You had to tell everyone
you knew about it? i . That’s exactly
how Hugo’s family felt when they learned about Jesus’
love for them! And thanks to the Food Paks provided by
the nearby local church, Hugo knows he will have food
to eat. He has the hope that one day, he may be able to
break the cycle of poverty.

Sﬁ-i.’S\lxe;n afew days since you started raising ey
to provi

ound very exc1ted Are
Is we can provide
The good ne
raised ough to provide ____ meals!

d by e YOU guys are

N
neaLOrog
doing arﬁém'wﬁ

QWP Toul Urrest.meal count filled

" And remember; these coins are doing more than provid-

ing meals! The pastors and church volunteers delivering
these meals will also share the hope of the gospel with
children and families in need.

Tomorrow is the last day to turn in your coins. So see if
there is anyone else you can ask to help donate coins or
if there are any chores you can do to earn extra money.

Announcements (time varies) < |60 )"Ld’ﬂ rourd
Prayer

Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)

" Ememld Ceassin —> Transifrs

Day 4: Closing Assembly

Song (3 minutes)

E mevald
Song (3 minutes)

Fusf TAE 0P

Creature Feature: Pesky the Woolly Aphid (5 minutes)

ol

PSSV
o i

Use the PRESENTATION SLIDES Or show the CREATURE FEATURE
VIDED, n this script as needed

4
I’be\got a tricky question for you. What likes tg/at

three, shout out your answer! One, two, thr'ee! Did
you say sheep? That’s ... not it!

This is the woolly aphid! A teny-tiny species of plant-
eating insect that can b i
the world, mcludmg Irel

Head, thyrax, abdomen, abdomen
Head, tjforax, abdomen, abdomen
Pair of antennae and six legs

Head, thorax, abdomen, abdomen

Now, hopefully, you can see where they get the n
whaplly aphid. Their “wool” is not the same as shgep’s
woo\h however It serves a different purpose. ’,-'

Look at your neighbor’s hair. What coloris 1}"
Well, a sheep s wool is its hair!

But woolly aphlds’ “wool” is actually a w,axy substance.
Instead of keepmg them warm, the wo crlly aphid’s wool
helps hide the aphid. /

You see, if you’r“q‘that tiny, you co u{d be lunch for a lot
of different animals! But when an animal sees a pile of
white fluff, it doesi’t look good/ o eat, so it’s tricked into
staying away. \ /

|\‘ ‘/
As mentioned, woolly a}shlds like to eat plants. They
can’t chew them up, though, because they don’t have
mandibles, which are k;:n \of like jaws on an insect. Do
you see the mandibles/on tﬁi_s katydid?

/ \

Instead of mandibles, God crezxed woolly aphids with a
mouth that looks ﬁke a straw. Do you think it would be
coolto have a mp’uth like a straw? We sometimes
use straws to drink juice. The woolly aphid also uses its
straw-like month to drink juice. Yury! Plant smoothie!
Woolly aphi/ds drink sap from the steips of plants.

Woolly '/hids need to eat, but their eating habits can
be verybad for the plants they’re eating. These guys
can eyen disfigure or kill a plant when theyeat it. Now,
you ynay be thinking, “How can such a small'bug kill a

le plant?” Well, usually, these aphids don’teat alone.
THey swarm! '
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There can be thousands of these bugs on one plant at
atime. And since they drink the sap the plant negds to
grow, the plant can get sick or die. Sometimes, these
guys w‘i,l\l destroy plants that are important to’humans.
Their feéding habits can also spread yuck Aliseases or
fungi. While cute, these bugs can be peslsgpests. You
might say th\-*{y’re a plant’s enemy.

A\

“.

Sometimes, we }‘i: feel like we’r/n.véjwarmed and over-
whelmed by trouhle and dangey; like a plant swarmed
by aphids. David certainly 1;1yﬂerstood this feeling. He
faced powerful enerhies and dangers at every turn. It
could have been easy for favid to lose heart and grum-
ble and complain aboutithe circumstances he found
himself in. But that’s wot what David did. Instead, David
remembered God lpVed and cared for him and was with
him even in diffi trusting in God, David

e in his life for all God
bling and complain-

Today¢ animal pal, Pesky the woolly aphid, is here to
iihd us that when we’re surrounded by tough times,
Gofl desires that we focus on his goodness rather than

Fd . .
_Complaining about our circumstances. So take some

timehfod'aym-wggi has blessed you and
what he has-given you that you're thenkful for!
Uiér’ri;(lz minutes)

Announcements (time varies)

Cool Contests (3 minutes)

Prayer
Takeaway Time (2-3 minutes)

Before we go, let’s try Psalm 23 together. We’re almost to
the end!

Instead of being on the complain train, let’s have an atti-
tude of gratitude and focus on our overflowing cup of
God’s goodness.

Here’s a special truth to remember through good times
and hard times: God is good all the time, and all the
time

Dismissal
Song (play as children leave)

Ewmerald Ccrasst t&?«

Day 5: Opening Assembly

Welcome (2 minutes)

Person1: Good day to ya, lads and lasses!
Welcome back to Emerald Crossing!
You coming? What's going on back there?

Person 2: I just made some Jello Jigglers and they’re
really shaky.

Person 1: Ahh, so you’re trying to walk carefully so you
don’t mess them up.

Person 2: Yeah, I'm not sure if these are gonna survive.
What do you think?

Personl:
Wow, they
really are shaky.

Person 2: I know. 'm not sure if I followed the instruc-
tions right. I was going to serve them at VBS today, but
now I’m not sure.

Person1: Hmm . .. you want to go from shaky to sure.
That reminds me of something.

Person 2: Another jiggly food? Uh. .. cheesecake?

Person I: Nope—what we’re talking about today at VBS.
Psalm 23:6 tells us we will surely dwell in the house of
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the Lord forever. It’s not a shaky promise from God—it’s
for sure for any who believe in Jesus.

Person 2: Ilove that God is a promise keeper. If he prom-
ises something, it will happen.

Person1: You better believe it! Well, maybe you should
put those in the fridge for now, and we’ll go ahead and
get started with our singing.

Song (3 minutes)
Provider” Song

Song (3 minutes)

GoodnesS +MerCy
Mission Moment (5 minutes)

SHOW

This week, Quinn has introduced us to children all
over the world who are facing poverty and don’t have
enough money to meet their needs. But we’ve done
more than learn about kids in need, right?
Did we learn how we can help them too?
That’s right! We did!
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Today, we aren’t going to learn about a child living
on the other side of the world. This child lives in the
United States.

For someone like Sebastian, it can be difficult
to tell if he is in need. He wears a uniform to school just
like the rest of his classmates, so he doesn’t look any
different. But it also means that no one knows he needs
help. This is why the local church is so important; they
are working hard to learn about families like Sebastian’s
who need help.

Youw’ve also been working hard this week, collecting
coins to provide meals for children like the ones you
met. You met Hani in Ethiopia, Ivanna in Romania, Luci-
ana in the Philippines, Hugo in El Salvador, and Sebas-
tian in the United States. But the coins you collected this
week aren’t just going to help them.

The coins you are collecting will support Children’s
Hunger Fund, and they partner with churches in over
30 countries around the world! Those churches provide
food to families in need and share the hope of Jesus.
Every box of food means a chance to share the gospel.

Your quarters are making a huge difference! Isn’t
that amazing? -

e you ready to see how many meals we can proyide

You did such an amaziﬁ‘gigb collecting coins! This can
feed so many children in need. But do you know what's
even better? Because of ypd, more children and their
families will learn abopthe love of Jesus.

But it doesn’t havy(end here! Did you know you can
keep sending meals to children in need even after this

week? You caft keep making a difference for.children
worldwid€ with Children’s Hunger Fund. Ask' your par-

ents you can continue sharing meals and C}mst’
love with children in poverty.
“Announcements (time varies) o/ 1OW foact rous d
Prayer
Dismissal

Song (play as children leave)

EMMU Cﬁ‘osg((w P I‘ruw“’if”‘s
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Day 5: Closing Assembly ,

Song (3 minutes)
The Locd” 15449 shef ferd
Song (3 minutes)
TRUsY TN oop
Creature Feature: Shirley the Highland Cow (5 minutes)

Use the PRESENTATION SLIDES or show the CREATURE FEATURE
VIDEO. Sh

That shaggy hair reminds mexof today’s animal pal, the
Highland cow. ./

gest of ny domestic cattle breed in the woxld! Of course,
it m,akes them look absolutely adorable, but it can also
be/ised to make clothes.

What color do you think of when you think of a ngh—
land cow?

nghland cattle have reddish hair, but th
black, wh;te yellow, dun (a dull grayis
dun, or brlrgdle (brownish with strea

can also be
rown), silver
of other color).

The most im‘portant function of thig’long hair is to keep
the cattle toasty and dry, so God gdve them two coats

of hair. tha The firstis a shorter
fluffy inner coat underneath at traps heat, kind of like
this heavy fleece ]a‘cket il i The second is
along, oily outer coat that fepels water like this rain-
coat. These layers keep the cows warm and waterproof!
Staying warm is particularly important for these cattle
because of where thsy live,

\\

As their name suggests, they w‘are bred tolive in the

highlands or mguntainous areasof Scotland.

/
Y

The views ifi the higher lands of Irela d are beautiful,
but it can be very windy, cold, and r.aunyt1 Thanks to their
thick dotible coat, Highland cattle don’t mmd the harsh
weather at all!

i \
In the mountains, plants don’t always grow as much as
they do in lower grasslands, so these cows can’t be picky
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eaters. Not to worry, though, because God designed the
Highland cattle to eat just about anything that grows up
there. They’re even able to eat poison ivy w1thout any
problems' /

for mountain living is their size. They aren’t as big
as many other cattle, so they aren’t car
weight climbing up and down the rocKy hills. Although
females can\weigh up to 1,300 poungds, and males can
weigh up to 2,000 pounds, these caftle have short, stocky
legs that keep their weight close 0 the ground, making
them very sure-footed!

'\. /

Even a Highland calf can sm/;t roaming these hills
within an hour of its ert,h God designed Highland
cattle so that no matterfiow rough the area is, they have
what they need to he j them thrive in their treacherous
mountain homes. /,»'

/
When David t Xught of all God had done for him, he
saw the same/{ruth—that the Lord’s presence provided
everything l{e needed to make it through life. David
looked bagk on how the Lord had saved him when he
was lost, fut him on the path of righteousness, calmed
his feays and filled his heart with gratitude. David’s
faith yras sure because he knew he could trust God’s
goodness and mercy no matter what happened. God is
always good and always full of mercy. David could trust
God’s promise that he would one day live forever in

_‘.God’s kingdom. God always keeps h1§ promises.

/ When we praise and thank the Lord fvr what he has
done for us, we grow in our faith in hur\l We move from
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the shaky ground of our own thinking to the solid rock
of trusting in the Lord’s salvation and his Word.

-

Today’s animal pal, Shirley the Highla o/w, who some-
times lives in the higher lands gﬂpeiand, reminds us of
that higher land all Christia be sure of—heaven.
We can trust the Lord to m{ﬂ,; keep us all the way to his
kingdom because GL}JZH/ s a promise keeper

Well, this week’s Trish adventure sure\has been fun!
Remember 6 look at God’s amazing creathres wher-
ever you "go and think about how they glorify him and
remmd us of his truth!

Drama (12 minutes)

P

Announcements (time varies)
Cool Contests (3 minutes)

Prayer
Takeaway Time (2-3 minutes)

Before we go, let’s try all of Psalm 23 together. Do you
think you can do it? Here we go!

I hope you keep saying Psalm 23 to yourself every day!
Remember all the promises, hope, and help God gives
us in this beautiful psalm! And remember that the most
important question you can ask yourself is this: Is the
Lord my shepherd?

Well, lads and lasses, it’s been an amazing week together
at Emerald Crossing! Thanks for joining us. See you
next time!
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